Appendix F

Snowy Plover Recreation Management Area Descriptions









Habitat Conservation Plan for the Western Snowy Plover

RMA. The mouth of the river changes periodically. The spit is open, low, and
relatively flat. However, further south the dunes become stabilized.

The beach is closed to driving from May 1 to September 30 and from sunrise to
sunset weekends and holidays from October 1 through April 30th. Recreation use on
this beach is primarily by residents of or visitors to Tierra Del Mar and Pacific City.

Sutton/Baker Beach — Occupied (Lane County)

This is the most northern occupied RMA (Figure F-3). The U.S. Forest Service owns
land adjacent to this RMA, which encompasses 4.00 miles of the ocean shore.
Snowy plovers have nested here as recently as 2007, but nesting has been
inconsistent in recent years. This is a very linear beach, and one of the most
challenging sites for snowy plover management due to the winds and sand
movement. Many times the sand buries the ropes and signs.

European beachgrass has stabilized the foredune and allowed it to build to its present
height of 25 —30 feet. The spread and colonization of European beachgrass, and
associated invasion of Scotch broom, gorse and shore pine in the foredune-deflation
plain, has transformed vast areas of open sand into dense grass-shrub habitat. In
addition, the beach has narrowed due to beachgrass invasion and the high tide
occasionally reaches the foredune during the breeding season, effectively precluding
the potential for successful nesting.

The U.S. Forest Service is undertaking habitat restoration efforts on lands adjacent to
this RMA, which includes lowering the foredune and European beachgrass removal
on up to 140 acres over a ten-year period. Approximately 30 acres of habitat have
been restored since 1993.

The beach is closed to vehicle driving (street and OHV/ATVS). Recreation use here
is low, but higher than other RMAs due to its proximity to Florence, Oregon. This is
also a popular beach for equestrians. Seasonal dry sand restrictions have been
imposed at this RMA since 1995. Since 1996, five chicks have fledged from this
site. This RMA is an important wintering area for snowy plover.
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Bay Ocean
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Note: The landward boundaries of this RMA do not extend beyond

| the mean high tide line. Federal lands located within the Ocean Shore, | :
but landward of the mean high tide are not part of the covered lands

. and are the responsibility of the Federal landowner.
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Figure F-1
Bay Ocean Spit
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Figure F-2
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' Note: The landward boundaries of this RMA do not extend beyond
the mean high tide line. Federal lands located within the Ocean Shore,
but landward of the mean high tide are not part of the covered lands
and are the responsibility of the Federal landowner.
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Figure F-3
ICF Sutton / Baker Beach
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Appendix F

Siltcoos Estuary/Dunes Overlook/Tahkenitch
Estuary— Occupied (Lane and Douglas Counties)

This RMA is adjacent to part of the Oregon Dunes National Recreation Area
(Figure F-4). The U.S. Forest Service owns and manages the adjacent land. This
RMA encompasses 6.87 miles of the ocean shore and includes land adjacent to three
sites where birds have nested in the past: Siltcoos Estuary, Dunes Overlook, and
Tahkenitch Estuary.

The U.S. Forest Service offers camping at various locations within the Oregon Dunes
National Recreation Area. This RMA is closed year-round to vehicle driving (both
street legal and ATV/OHVs).

Siltcoos Estuary

Birds have nested here as recently as 2009. The area is wide, open, and flat with the
Siltcoos River meandering through the area. No habitat restoration is needed at this
site at this time. Between 1994 and 2007, 74 chicks have fledged from Siltcoos
Estuary. The Siltcoos Estuary is an important wintering and breeding site for snowy
plovers.

The upper beach area has been modified by the coast-wide introduction and spread of
European beachgrass (Ammophila arenaria) that began in the 1930s (Weidemann
1969). The beachgrass has vegetated and stabilized dunes to the north and south of
this site, restricting snowy plover habitat to the area immediately west of the
foredune and to the north and south spits of the river. The foredune is moderately
developed, but still has a gradually sloping west face and small patches of
unstabilized dunes. Mean high tides generally do not cut into the foredune,
restricting snowy plover nesting habitat to a swath of beach between the foredune and
the high tide line. The spit is unvegetated near the mouth of the river, and gradually
becomes more vegetated to the north and south. Approximately 35 acres of habitat
have been restored since 1995, all of which will likely need to be maintained in the
future.

Seasonal dry sand restrictions, including a prohibition of dogs, have been imposed at
this RMA and on adjacent federally owned land since 1995. The biggest human
disturbance problem comes from people who cut through the restricted area to get to
the beach, followed by kayakers and canoers who disembark within the restricted
area. There is a lot of vandalism and theft of ropes and signs at this location.
Predator management (lethal) activities began here in 2004.
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Habitat Conservation Plan for the Western Snowy Plover

Dunes Overlook

Snowy plovers have nested here as recently as 2009. The U.S. Forest Service has
restored approximately 40 acres of habitat at this site. Initiated in 1998, the
overriding objective of the Overlook Dunes Restoration Project was to restore natural
dune processes on approximately 516 acres. Secondary objectives were to enhance
the unique scenic and recreational qualities of this popular visitor access site and to
restore snowy plover and open dune habitat. Since 1998, European beachgrass has
been removed and foredune height lowered on approximately 40 acres of foredune.
The treated area is divided into two areas, approximately 20 acres north of the
Overlook trail and 20 acres to the south. This project is ongoing until 2008. Area of
treatment will expand as funding allows. There are approximately 108 acres of
foredune within the project area.

Incidental take has been issued to the U.S. Forest Service for this site. Predator
management (lethal) activities began here in 2004. Between 1999 and 2007,
49 chicks have fledged from this site.

Seasonal dry sand restrictions have been imposed at this RMA and on adjacent
federally owned land since 2000. Recreation use is primarily beach walkers with or
without dogs. Access to this site is from the Dunes Overlook day-use area, just off
Highway 101. Driving is prohibited year-round.

Tahkenitch North

Birds have nested here as recently as 2009. Predator management (lethal) activities
began here in 2004. Between 2000 and 2007, 31 chicks have fledged from this site.
Seasonal dry sand restrictions have been imposed at this RMA since 1995. Driving is
prohibited year-round.

In 2004 Tahkenitch creek moved southward to the base of the high foredune. All
snowy plover nesting habitat was on the north side of the creek. The north spit is
mostly open sand, although European beachgrass is encroaching. Beachgrass has
built up a moderate (10-15") foredune on the north side and 5°-10" on the south side.
Open areas behind the foredune are also being filled in by encroaching beachgrass
and control measures should be taken to prevent these openings from being totally
overgrown. Approximately 40 acres of habitat have been restored or maintained
since 1995.
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